
A	  )Description	  of	  Research	  Objectives	  
	  
1.	  Introduction:	  The	  Faculty	  of	  Design	  and	  Art	  as	  a	  teaching	  and	  research	  facility.	  
	  
The	  Faculty	  of	  Design	  and	  Art	  (acronym	  "FDA")	  was	  established	  in	  2002	  with	  a	  
BA	  in	  Design.	  A	  two-‐year	  master’s	  degree	  is	  to	  be	  instated	  in	  2015,	  granting	  the	  
title	  "Master	  in	  Glocal	  Design".	  This	  course	  is	  currently	  being	  evaluated	  by	  the	  
Ministry	  for	  Accreditation.	  Furthermore,	  the	  Faculty	  2016/17	  will	  launch	  a	  
major	  in	  art,	  oriented	  toward	  the	  topic	  "Art	  and	  Space"	  in	  research	  and	  teaching.	  
In	  the	  initial	  phase,	  the	  teaching	  was	  mostly	  covered	  by	  guest	  lecturers	  on	  a	  
contractual	  basis.	  The	  permanent	  staff	  has	  slowly	  grown	  and	  in	  2015	  includes	  3	  
first-‐level	  professors,	  7	  second-‐level	  professors,	  6	  junior	  researchers	  with	  three-‐
year	  contracts	  and	  two	  research	  assistants.	  There	  is	  no	  doctoral	  program,	  
therefore,	  the	  Faculty	  has	  no	  research	  postgraduates.	  
So	  far,	  the	  Faculty	  has	  been	  strongly	  focused	  on	  high	  quality	  teaching	  and	  has	  
received	  positive	  feedback	  through	  international	  awards	  as	  well	  an	  increase	  of	  
student	  applications.	  The	  specific	  nature	  of	  the	  so-‐called	  "project	  studies",	  which	  
is	  unique	  among	  Italian	  universities	  and	  colleges,	  not	  only	  directly	  involves	  
junior	  researcher	  in	  the	  education,	  but	  also	  allows	  a	  strong	  collaboration	  with	  
the	  professor	  in	  charge	  of	  the	  research	  projects	  through	  the	  coordination	  of	  
issues	  and	  foci	  reflected	  in	  the	  so-‐called	  semester	  projects.	  The	  University	  stands	  
for	  the	  principle	  of	  the	  unity	  of	  research	  and	  teaching,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  freedom	  of	  
science.	  Through	  this	  teaching	  model,	  the	  principles	  just	  mentioned	  are	  
optimally	  guaranteed	  and	  will	  be	  implemented	  in	  daily	  research,	  because	  the	  
students	  can	  participate	  in	  the	  research	  of	  professors	  and	  RTD	  permanently.	  Due	  
to	  the	  laureate	  class	  (L4	  industrial	  design)	  and	  the	  study	  regulations,	  the	  
research	  focuses	  on	  the	  scientific	  sector	  of	  the	  design	  (ICAR/13)	  and	  is	  
supported	  and	  accompanied	  by	  junior	  researchers	  in	  three	  sectors,	  namely	  
INF/01,	  ING-‐IND/16	  and	  ICAR/17.The	  research	  projects	  of	  junior	  researchers	  
are	  headed	  by	  a	  professor	  in	  design	  and/or	  a	  professor	  from	  the	  theoretical	  
sectors,	  which	  are	  the	  sectors	  M-‐FIL/05,	  L-‐ART/03,	  SPS/08	  (until	  2008)	  and	  M-‐
FIL/04	  (until	  2011).	  The	  FDA	  employs	  no	  researchers	  on	  permanent	  contracts.	  It	  
is	  emphasized	  here	  explicitly	  that	  all	  research	  and	  research	  objectives	  address	  
issues	  of	  design	  and/or	  art,	  even	  if	  they	  are	  carried	  out	  by	  researchers	  from	  
scientific	  sectors	  that	  do	  not	  belong	  to	  the	  scientific	  sector	  ICAR/13.	  Design	  as	  a	  
scientific	  discipline	  is	  not	  monodisciplinary,	  but	  is	  best	  understood	  	  as	  a	  
heterogeneous	  field	  of	  humanities,	  social	  and	  natural	  sciences.	  The	  concept	  of	  
integrative	  transdisciplinarity	  can	  act	  as	  a	  guideline.	  The	  research	  at	  the	  faculty	  
has	  an	  applied	  nature,	  but	  also	  basic	  research,	  especially	  in	  regard	  to	  theory.	  
Since	  only	  few	  scientific	  sectors	  are	  represented	  at	  the	  faculty,	  the	  mutual	  
coordination	  of	  research	  tasks	  is	  optimal.	  
Due	  to	  the	  teaching	  and	  research	  foci	  of	  the	  professors,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  curriculum,	  
working	  areas	  of	  communication	  design,	  three-‐dimensional	  design,	  design	  
theory,	  design-‐	  and	  art	  historical	  research	  have	  emerged,	  which	  are	  
complemented	  by	  sociological,	  semiological	  and	  anthropological	  studies.	  
Research	  collaborations	  and	  cooperation	  agreements	  with	  the	  EURAC	  (European	  
Academy	  of	  Bolzano)	  and	  the	  MUSEION	  (Museum	  of	  Contemporary	  and	  Modern	  
Art	  Bozen),	  the	  University	  of	  Trento	  and	  the	  University	  of	  Innsbruck	  have	  been	  
maintained	  for	  several	  years.	  Within	  the	  FUB	  consist	  research	  relationships	  with	  



the	  faculties	  of	  education	  and	  computer	  science.	  The	  faculty	  works	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  	  
creativity,	  experimental	  design	  work	  and	  design	  concepts,	  objects	  and	  services	  
with	  local,	  national	  and	  international	  companies,	  public	  administration,	  cultural	  
institutions	  and	  organizations	  in	  the	  form	  of	  short-‐term	  and	  medium-‐term	  
projects.	  
	  
	  
	  
2.	  Strategic	  objectives	  and	  research	  areas.	  
	  
In	  the	  three-‐year	  plan,	  the	  Faculty	  has	  defined	  three	  main	  research	  areas:	  
	  
FSP	  1	  "visual	  culture	  and	  its	  impact	  on	  society."	  
FSP	  2	  "Structural,	  digital,	  material:	  processes,	  phenomena	  and	  results	  of	  three-‐
dimensional	  design."	  
FSP	  3	  "Theory	  and	  expressions	  of	  design,	  arts	  and	  visual	  culture."	  
	  
The	  Faculty	  Council	  annually	  decides	  on	  the	  planned	  developments	  and	  
dissemination	  measures	  in	  these	  areas	  of	  research.	  
The	  faculty	  will	  instate	  new	  junior	  researchers	  in	  the	  scientific	  sector	  ICAR/13,	  
in	  order	  to	  better	  adapt	  the	  research	  activities	  to	  the	  work	  of	  the	  permanent	  
teachers,	  especially	  in	  the	  FSP	  2	  sector.	  
New	  junior	  researchers	  will	  be	  employed	  in	  the	  FSP	  3	  sector	  and	  another	  
professorship	  in	  sociology	  is	  to	  strengthen	  the	  research	  area,	  as	  well	  as	  to	  
augmenting	  existing	  research	  collaboration,	  particularly	  with	  the	  Faculty	  of	  
Education.	  
The	  research	  work	  with	  the	  Faculty	  of	  Computer	  Science,established	  in	  2014,	  
will	  be	  intensified,	  which	  will	  be	  made	  possible	  especially	  through	  the	  work	  of	  
junior	  researchers	  in	  the	  scientific	  sector	  INF/01.	  
	  
Increasing	  the	  visibility	  of	  research	  activities	  in	  all	  three	  areas	  of	  research	  
through	  exhibitions	  of	  results,	  publications	  and	  public	  activities.	  
Strengthening	  of	  networking	  with	  the	  Universities	  of	  Innsbruck	  and	  Trento.	  
Increasing	  the	  University's	  internal	  and	  externally	  funded	  research	  proposals.	  
Improve	  the	  coordination	  of	  research	  activities	  in	  each	  FSP.	  
Increasing	  the	  solicited	  external	  funding.	  
	  
The	  University	  has	  identified	  five	  major	  research	  areas.	  Design	  research	  is	  not	  
explicitly	  defined	  as	  a	  research	  field,	  but	  by	  its	  transdisciplinary	  character	  it	  can	  
be	  integrated	  into	  the	  following	  areas:	  
-‐	  Energy,	  technology	  and	  innovation	  
-‐	  Environment	  and	  society	  
-‐	  Theory,	  didactics	  and	  methods	  for	  lifelong	  learning	  
	  
	  
3.	  Short-‐	  and	  medium-‐term	  measures	  for	  the	  improvement	  of	  research	  at	  the	  
FDA.	  
	  



The	  Vice	  Dean	  of	  Research	  and	  the	  speakers	  of	  the	  three	  research	  areas	  will	  
organize	  regular	  strategic	  meetings	  that	  serve	  primarily	  to	  coordinate	  and	  
monitor	  the	  research	  projects	  of	  the	  RTDs.	  
	  
This	  is	  in	  accordance	  with	  the	  performance	  agreement	  with	  the	  University	  of	  the	  
provincial	  government	  of	  the	  Autonomous	  Province	  of	  South	  Tyrol,	  with	  the	  
objectives	  of	  the	  three-‐year	  plan	  and	  with	  the	  performance	  agreement	  between	  
the	  Dean	  and	  the	  Rector	  of	  the	  Free	  University	  of	  Bolzano.	  
	  
Inclusion	  of	  internal	  and	  external	  scientific	  experts	  in	  the	  preparation	  of	  
research	  proposals.	  
Increasing	  the	  quantity	  and	  quality	  of	  research	  results.	  
Systematization	  and	  methodization	  of	  research	  experiments	  and	  studies	  in	  the	  
workshops	  of	  the	  FDA.	  
Drawing	  up	  a	  profile	  to	  establish	  a	  design	  science	  and	  competencies	  in	  the	  design	  
theoretical	  research	  areas.	  
Establishing	  working	  groups	  to	  develop	  research	  goals,	  which	  link	  the	  three	  
macro-‐areas	  and	  which	  can	  optimize	  the	  compiling	  of	  grant	  applications	  on	  the	  
european,	  national	  and	  local	  levels.	  
	  
4.	  Indicators,	  which	  ensure	  the	  achievement	  of	  the	  objectives	  and	  through	  which	  
the	  research	  performance	  can	  be	  evaluated.	  
Quantitative	  indicators	  utilized	  by	  the	  faculty	  are	  the	  number	  of	  research	  
projects	  submitted	  for	  internal	  and	  external	  financing,	  the	  number	  of	  
publications,	  number	  of	  exhibitions,	  public	  activities,	  external	  funding,	  
cooperation	  projects	  and	  presentations	  at	  scientific	  meetings	  and	  conferences.	  
Qualitative	  indicators	  include	  bibliometric	  indexes	  and	  peer	  reviews	  of	  
publications,	  invitations	  to	  international	  conferences,	  appointment	  as	  a	  member	  
of	  international	  jury	  boards,	  membership	  in	  national	  and	  international	  scientific	  
sections	  and	  communities,	  awards	  and	  prizes	  for	  academic	  or	  design	  
achievements.	  
	  


